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WARNING SIGNS

YOUR STEAM SYSTEM NEEDS
MAINTENANCE FAST.

Steam systems play a critical role in many industrial processes, and reliable performance
depends on regular inspection and maintenance. When signs of wear, steam loss or
declining efficiency are overlooked, the result can be higher energy costs, unexpected
downtime and costly repairs.

Identifying problems early gives maintenance teams a better chance to correct them
before they affect production or equipment reliability. Here are seven warning signs that
may indicate your steam system needs attention.

n Irregular Pressure Levels

Frequent high or low steam pressure can signal blocked piping, faulty
regulators, or steam trap problems. Pressure instability can affect
equipment performance, product consistency, and overall system
reliability.

E Excess Condensate or Steam Leaks

Leaks or excess condensate may indicate drainage or steam trap issues.
Left unresolved, they can waste energy and contribute to corrosion, water
hammer, and equipment damage.

Banging, Knocking, or Hissing

Unusual noises often point to water hammer, trapped air, valve problems,
or improper piping conditions. Persistent sounds should be investigated
before they lead to further damage.

Rising Energy Costs

Higher fuel or utility costs without increased production may indicate
steam loss. Leaks, damaged insulation, and poorly performing traps or
valves are common sources of wasted energy.

A Catch small problems today.
&l Prevent expensive downtime tomorrow.
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Inconsistent Heating or Production Output

Uneven temperatures or inconsistent process results can be caused by

pressure loss, wet steam, or control valve issues. These problems can re- "@.'
duce efficiency and affect product quality. [ []

Frequent Equipment Shutdowns

Repeated shutdowns or resets may point to problems in the steam distri-
bution or control system. Frequent interruptions also increase wear and A

can signal a larger reliability issue.

Aging or Poorly Maintained Components

Older traps, valves, gauges, and controls can lose efficiency or fail over I a'l
time. Regular inspection and preventive maintenance help catch prob- 5—
lems before they cause downtime. 'lﬂl VQ

Why Regular Steam Maintenance Matters

Routine maintenance helps catch small issues before they become costly repairs or ex-
tended downtime. It can also improve safety, reduce energy costs, extend equipment life,
and support consistent system performance.

Take Action Before Small Problems Grow

Steam system problems often develop gradually. If you're seeing any of these warning
signs, a professional inspection can help identify the cause and address it before it dis-
rupts production.

PARTNER WITH SPEAK TO AN EXPERT
STEAM SYSTEM EXPERTS (514) 333-5340
YOU CAN COUNT ON. info@prestonphipps.com
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